TOOTHWOR1, Lathraea squamana JL.

363. Toothwort, Lothraeo squomaria L. (X $); perennial
growing on roots chiefly of hazel and poplar; stems thick and
fleshy, creamy-white or purplish, becoming black when dry,
glabrous or thinly pubescent; root-stock densely covered with
v/broad overlapping cream-coloured scales; buds rounded,
densely scaly; flowers in a dense bracteate raceme; bracts
oblong-ovate; flower-stalks stout, shorter than the bracts;
calyx (A, X 0) cream-pink, 4-lobed, the tube furnished with a
few long several-celled gland-tipped hairs (B, X 4); corolla
(C, X 0) pink in bud, turning dark brown with age, irregularly

lobed and 2-lipped; stamens (D, X 2) 4, inserted on the corolla;
anthers at first connivent, hairy; ovary (E, X 3) ovoid, 1-locular,
with 2 placentas nearly meeting in the middle and bearing numer-
ous ovules (F, X 5); style with a large shortly 2-lobed hairy pale
green stigma; capsule 2-valved, many-seeded (family Oro-
banchaceae).

This plant flowers in early spring, before the leaves of the trees
on the roots of which it grows are produced; it is widely distri-
buted to North and Western Asia, and south to the Himalayas.
Nectar is produced on the lower side of the ovary and secreted
by a gland resembling a flattened bag. The flowers are at first
.insect-pollinated, and later tend towards wind pollination.
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